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BLC Worship Bulletin, December 24, 2021 

Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m.  

 

Worship Leaders   

Director of Worship and Music—Ruth Ann Poppen   

Musicians—Bell Canto Ringers and Bethany Choir 

AV – Sydney Huffman, Ben Huffman, and Rob Huffman,  

Sound – Hector Mendoza 

Online Greeter—  

Ushers – Larry and Karen Johnson, Roger Wolfe, Lanet and 

John Cunningham 

Acolytes — Lucy and Stella Thome 

 

Christmas Prelude  

 

Welcome  

 

Lighting of the Advent Candles and Christ Candle  

 

GATHERING 

 

Christmas Proclamation  

 

PROCESSIONAL CAROL:   O COME, ALL YE 

FAITHFUL (ELW 283)   
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CALL TO WORSHIP  

If you are like Joseph, and you are seeking truth,  

There is room here for you.   

If you are like Mary, and you are seeking rest,  

There is a seat here for you.  

If you are like the wise men, and you are looking for a sign,  

These candles are here for you.  

If you are like the angels, and you cannot help but sing,  

There is a melody here for you.  

Come in. You are in God’s house. Love was born tonight, and 

there is love here for you. 

Let us worship the God of love.  

 

ac  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE Angels We Have Heard on High  

(ELW 289) 
 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 

brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may 

walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 

the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     Pr. Paul Cannon 
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ANTHEM 

The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy - Bethany Choir 

 

Word 

Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Gospel Carol - Joy to the World (ELW 267)   

 

 

GOSPEL Luke 2:1-14    

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 

all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
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Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph 

also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 

city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered 

with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 

her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the 

Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon                        Pastor Cathy Daharsh 

 

 

 

 

Carol of the Day:  Love Has Come 
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Apostles’ Creed 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
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the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Please respond “receive our prayer” after I say, “merciful 

God.”   

 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host who sang to the 

shepherds, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your 

church throughout the world to proclaim the good news of 

Jesus’ birth to all who seek salvation, hope, and new life. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Love whispers to a weary world through the miracle of the 

heavens. Move us toward a cleaner planet that the brightness 

of your stars may be seen by all, even in places plagued by 

smog and light pollution. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at 

hand. Direct those in power who make decisions on behalf of 

others, that they nurture and sustain all that is healthy, good, 

and holy. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to 

all who cry out in pain, despair, or need this night especially 

Hannah, the family of Diane Lane as they grieve her passing 

and those we name before you out loud or quietly in our hearts 

(pause for names to be spoken aloud). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and 

exhausted parents. Bless new and expectant parents or 

caregivers, especially those who are alone or afraid this night. 

Pour out your love upon families of every kind. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Love proclaims your good news through the faithful who 

came before us. Bring comfort to those for whom separation, 

grief, or loss makes the Christmas season especially difficult. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Rejoicing in your Love made flesh among us, we commend 

these prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made 

known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERING ANTHEM 

Some Children See Him - Burt    

Bethany Choir 
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OFFERING CAROL   O Little Town of Bethlehem  

Please stand as you are able  

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray. Gracious God, 

your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 

prepare us to receive the grace and truth 

you offer at this table 

and renew in us the song of your salvation, 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 



11 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 

thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation  

But deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 

Let every heart receive your Savior. Thanks be to God.  
 

Words of Institution: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

Communion Carol:  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 

As we have shared this feast of love, 

strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

CANDLELIGHTING  

Candle lighting Music: 

No Eye Hath Seen—Smith/Larson  Bethany Choir 

 

Christmas Eve Candle Litany 

 

P:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

C: The light shines in the darkness. 

P:  In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

C: The light shines in the darkness. 

P:  The word became flesh and lived among us. 

C: The light shines in the darkness. 

P:  We have seen His glory, full of grace and truth. 

C: The light shines in the darkness. 

P:  No one has seen God.  The only Son has made God known. 

C: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 

 

 

Silent Night, Holy Night!  (ELW 281) 
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SENDING 

 

BLESSING  

The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG   

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270) 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE:  Glory to God 
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